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Discussion 1  What Is Academic Writing? 
What Is Academic Writing?
Academic writing is a formal style of writing used in universities and scholarly publications. You’ll encounter it in journal articles and books on academic topics, and you’ll be expected to write your essays, research papers, and dissertation in academic style.
Academic writing follows the same writing process as other types of texts, but it has specific conventions in terms of content, structure and style.
· Academic writing is…Formal and unbiased
· Clear and precise
· Focused and well structured
· Well sourced
· Correct and consistent
· Academic writing is not…Personal
· Long-winded
· Emotive and grandiose
Discussion 2 Types of academic writing
Types of academic writing
Academics mostly write texts intended for publication, such as journal articles, reports, books, and chapters in edited collections. For students, the most common types of academic writing assignments are listed below.
	Type of academic text
	Definition

	Essay
	A fairly short, self-contained argument, often using sources from a class in response to a question provided by an instructor.

	Research paper
	A more in-depth investigation based on independent research, often in response to a question chosen by the student.

	Thesis/dissertation
	The large final research project undertaken at the end of a degree, usually on a topic of the student’s choice.

	Research proposal
	An outline of a potential topic and plan for a future dissertation or research project.

	Literature review
	A critical synthesis of existing research on a topic, usually written in order to inform the approach of a new piece of research.

	Lab report
	A write-up of the aims, methods, results and conclusions of a lab experiment.

	Annotated bibliography
	A list of source references with a short description or evaluation of each source.


Different fields of study have different priorities in terms of the writing they produce. For example, in scientific writing it’s crucial to clearly and accurately report methods and results; in the humanities, the focus is on constructing convincing arguments through the use of textual evidence. However, most academic writing shares certain key principles intended to help convey information as effectively as possible.
Whether your goal is to pass your degree, apply to graduate school or build an academic career, effective writing is an essential skill.
Academic writing is…
· Formal and unbiased
Academic writing aims to convey information in an impartial way. The goal is to base arguments on the evidence under consideration, not the author’s preconceptions. All claims should be supported with relevant evidence, not just asserted.
To avoid bias, it’s important to represent the work of other researchers and the results of your own research fairly and accurately. This means clearly outlining your methodology and being honest about the limitations of your research.
The formal style used in academic writing ensures that research is presented consistently across different texts, so that studies can be objectively assessed and compared with other research.
Because of this, it’s important to strike the right tone with your language choices. Avoid informal language, including slang, contractions, clichés, and conversational phrases:
· Also, a lot of the findings are a little unreliable.
· Moreover, many of the findings are somewhat unreliable.
· Clear and precise
It’s important to use clear and precise language to ensure that your reader knows exactly what you mean. This means being as specific as possible and avoiding vague language:
· People have been interested in this thing for a long time.
· Researchers have been interested in this phenomenon for at least 10 years.
Avoid hedging your claims with words like “perhaps,” as this can give the impression that you lack confidence in your arguments. Reflect on your word choice to ensure it accurately and directly conveys your meaning:
· This could perhaps suggest that…
· This suggests that…
Specialist language or jargon is common and often necessary in academic writing, which generally targets an audience of other academics in related fields.
However, jargon should be used to make your writing more concise and accurate, not to make it more complicated. A specialist term should be used when:
· It conveys information more precisely than a comparable non-specialist term.
· Your reader is likely to be familiar with the term.
· The term is commonly used by other researchers in your field.
The best way to familiarize yourself with the kind of jargon used in your field is to read papers by other researchers and pay attention to their language.
· Focused and well structured
An academic text is not just a collection of ideas about a topic—it needs to have a clear purpose. Start with a relevant research question or thesis statement, and use it to develop a focused argument. Only include information that is relevant to your overall purpose.
A coherent structure is crucial to organize your ideas. Pay attention to structure at three levels: the structure of the whole text, paragraph structure, and sentence structure.
	Overall structure
	· Always include an introduction and a conclusion.
· Divide longer texts into chapters or sections with clear headings.
· Make sure information is presented in a logical order.

	Paragraph structure
	· Start a new paragraph when you move onto a new idea.
· Use a topic sentence at the start of each paragraph to indicate what it’s about, and make clear transitions between paragraphs.
· Make sure every paragraph is relevant to your argument or question.

	Sentence structure
	· Use transition words to express the connections between different ideas within and between sentences.
· Use appropriate punctuation to avoid sentence fragments or run-on sentences.
· Use a variety of sentence lengths and structures.


· Well sourced
Academic writing uses sources to support its claims. Sources are other texts (or media objects like photographs or films) that the author analyzes or uses as evidence. Many of your sources will be written by other academics; academic writing is collaborative and builds on previous research.
It’s important to consider which sources are credible and appropriate to use in academic writing. For example, citing Wikipedia is typically discouraged. Don’t rely on websites for information; instead, use academic databases and your university library to find credible sources.
You must always cite your sources in academic writing. This means acknowledging whenever you quote or paraphrase someone else’s work by including a citation in the text and a reference list at the end.
· Correct and consistent
As well as following the rules of grammar, punctuation and citation, it’s important to consistently apply stylistic conventions regarding:
· How to write numbers
· Introducing abbreviations
· Using verb tenses in different sections
· Capitalization of terms and headings
· Spelling and punctuation differences between UK and US English

How to Write a Research Paper | A Beginner's Guide
A research paper is a piece of academic writing that provides analysis, interpretation, and argument based on in-depth independent research.
Research papers are similar to academic essays, but they are usually longer and more detailed assignments, designed to assess not only your writing skills but also your skills in scholarly research. Writing a research paper requires you to demonstrate a strong knowledge of your topic, engage with a variety of sources, and make an original contribution to the debate.
This step-by-step guide takes you through the entire writing process, from understanding your assignment to proofreading your final draft.
DISCUSSION 3 WHAT IS A LITERATURE REVIEW? WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF A LITERATURE REVIEW?
DISCUSSION 4 WHAT ARE THE PARTS OF A LITERATURE REVIEW?
What is a literature review? What is the purpose of a literature review? What are the parts of a literature Review?
https://www.uts.edu.au/sites/default/files/Literature%20Review%20(MaryAnn).pdf
What are the parts of a literature Review?
Introduction
· Purpose:
· To explain the focus and establish the importance of the subject
· In general, your introduction should
· provide the framework, selection criteria, or parameters of your literature review
· provide background or history
· outline what kind of work has been done on the topic
· briefly identify any controversies within the ﬁeld or any recent research that has raised questions about earlier assumptions
· conclude with a purpose or thesis statement
· In a stand-alone literature review, this statement will sum up and evaluate the current state of this ﬁeld of research
· In a review that is an introduction or preparatory to a thesis or research report, it will suggest how the review ﬁndings will lead to the research the writer proposes to undertake.
Body
· ​Purpose:
· To summarize and evaluate the current state of knowledge in the ﬁeld
· To note major themes or topics, the most important trends, and any ﬁndings about which researchers agree or disagree
· Structure:
· Often divided by headings/subheadings
· If the review is preliminary to your own thesis or research project, its purpose is to make an argument that will justify your proposed research. Therefore, the literature review will discuss only that research which leads directly to your own project.
Conclusion
· Purpose: 
· To summarize the evidence presented and show its significance
· Rather than restating your thesis or purpose statement, explain what your review tells you about the current state of the field
· If the review is an introduction to your own research, the conclusion highlights gaps and indicates how previous research leads to your own research project and chosen methodology. 
· If the review is a stand-alone assignment for a course, the conclusion should suggest any practical applications of the research as well as the implications and possibilities for future research.
References
· Find out what style guide you are required to follow (e.g., APA, MLA, Chicago)
· Follow the guidelines to format citations and create a reference list or bibliography

What is the purpose of a literature review?
When you write a thesis, dissertation, or research paper, you will likely have to conduct a literature review to situate your research within existing knowledge. The literature review gives you a chance to:
· Demonstrate your familiarity with the topic and its scholarly context
· Develop a theoretical framework and methodology for your research
· Position your work in relation to other researchers and theorists
· Show how your research addresses a gap or contributes to a debate
· Evaluate the current state of research and demonstrate your knowledge of the scholarly debates around your topic.
Writing literature reviews is a particularly important skill if you want to apply for graduate school or pursue a career in research. We’ve written a step-by-step guide that you can follow below.
https://www.scribbr.com/dissertation/literature-review/
What is the purpose of a literature review?
· To summarize, evaluate, and compare articles or studies that are relevant and important to your topic
· To highlight key ﬁndings
· To identify inconsistencies, gaps, and contradictions in the literature
· To provide an analysis of the methodologies and approaches of other researchers
· To provide clues as to where future research is heading or recommend areas on which to focus
· To ensure you do not duplicate work that has already been done

Examples of literature reviews
Writing literature reviews can be quite challenging! A good starting point could be to look at some examples, depending on what kind of literature review you’d like to write.
· Example literature review #1: “Why Do People Migrate? A Review of the Theoretical Literature” (Theoretical literature review about the development of economic migration theory from the 1950s to today.)
· Example literature review #2: “Literature review as a research methodology: An overview and guidelines” (Methodological literature review about interdisciplinary knowledge acquisition and production.)
· Example literature review #3: “The Use of Technology in English Language Learning: A Literature Review” (Thematic literature review about the effects of technology on language acquisition.)
· Example literature review #4: “Learners’ Listening Comprehension Difficulties in English Language Learning: A Literature Review” (Chronological literature review about how the concept of listening skills has changed over time.)
Literature Reviews an overview  https://www.jmu.edu/uwc/files/link-library/literature-reviews-overview.pdf
Write a Literature Review
https://guides.lib.uoguelph.ca/c.php?g=130964&p=5000948


DISCUSSION 5 NARROW YOUR TOPIC AND SELECT PAPERS ACCORDINGLY. FOUR STEPS TO NARROW YOUR RESEARCH TOPIC
Narrow your topic and select papers accordingly
Consider your specific area of study. Think about what interests you and what interests other researchers in your field.
Talk to your professor, brainstorm, and read lecture notes and recent issues of periodicals in the ﬁeld.
Limit your scope to a smaller topic area (ie. focusing on France's role in WWII instead of focusing on WWII in general).
Four Steps to Narrow Your Research Topic
Strong research papers have a clear focus. You may know this in theory. But when you’re starting out, it can be challenging to decide what that focus should be. How do you move from the broad topic that your instructor has assigned to a specific topic that you can explore in depth? You can start by asking yourself four questions. Each of these questions is a step that will help you narrow your research topic. Let’s imagine your broad research topic is the comic book industry.
First question: What time period would you like to focus on?
You could focus on a historical era like the Middle Ages, or you could focus on a developmental stage like childhood. The way you interpret this question will depend on your topic. Let’s focus on the period known as the Golden Age of Comic Books – we’ll look at comics published between 1938 to 1950. Now, our topic is comic books published between 1938 and 1950.  
Second question: What location would you like to focus on?
You can think about location in a number of ways. You might want to focus on a geographic location. Or maybe it makes more sense to focus on a region of the brain. Let’s focus on American comics. Our research topic is now American comic books published between 1938 and 1950.
Third question: What category would you like to focus on?
A category refers to a grouping of items with similar characteristics. A category could be a group of people, a set of similar theories, or a particular species. Think about what category might mean for your topic. Let’s say you’d like to know more about superhero comics. Now your research topic is American superhero comic books published between 1938 and 1950. We’ve narrowed our topic significantly, but there were a lot of American superhero comics published between 1938 and 1950. We need another question.
Fourth question: What perspective, point of view, or issue do you wish to capture? 
Let’s look at the representation of female heroes. 
We’ve narrowed our research topic from the broad category of comic books to the representation of female heroes in American superhero comics published between 1938 and 1950.
This four-step strategy can apply to other kinds of research topics too. For example, using the narrowing criteria of time, location, category and issue, we can move from the broad topic of global warming to the narrower topic of the impact of ocean acidification (issue) on oysters (category) near British Columbia (location) over the past five years (time). Or we can move from the broad topic of political strategies to the narrower topic of the success of United States (location) presidential candidates (category) who used scare tactics to garner support (issue) during the 58th American presidential election (time).
DISCUSSION 6 MAKE A LIST OF KEYWORDS

DISCUSSION 7 SEARCH FOR LITERATURE
Define your source selection criteria (ie. articles published between a specific date range, focusing on a specific geographic region, or using a specific methodology).
Using keywords, search a library database.
Reference lists of recent articles and reviews can lead to other useful papers.
Include any studies contrary to your point of view.
Step 1 – Search for relevant literature
Before you begin searching for literature, you need a clearly defined topic.
If you are writing the literature review section of a dissertation or research paper, you will search for literature related to your research problem and questions.
Literature review research question exampleWhat is the impact of social media on body image among Generation Z?
Make a list of keywords
Start by creating a list of keywords related to your research question. Include each of the key concepts or variables you’re interested in, and list any synonyms and related terms. You can add to this list as you discover new keywords in the process of your literature search.
Keywords example
· Social media, Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, Snapchat, TikTok
· Body image, self-perception, self-esteem, mental health
· Generation Z, teenagers, adolescents, youth
Search for relevant sources
Use your keywords to begin searching for sources. Some useful databases to search for journals and articles include:
· Your university’s library catalogue
· Google Scholar
· JSTOR
· EBSCO
· Project Muse (humanities and social sciences)
· Medline (life sciences and biomedicine)
· EconLit (economics)
· Inspec (physics, engineering and computer science)
You can also use boolean operators to help narrow down your search.
Make sure to read the abstract to find out whether an article is relevant to your question. When you find a useful book or article, you can check the bibliography to find other relevant sources.
DISCUSSION 7 EVALUATE AND SELECT SOURCES
You likely won’t be able to read absolutely everything that has been written on your topic, so it will be necessary to evaluate which sources are most relevant to your research question.
For each publication, ask yourself:
· What question or problem is the author addressing?
· What are the key concepts and how are they defined?
· What are the key theories, models, and methods?
· Does the research use established frameworks or take an innovative approach?
· What are the results and conclusions of the study?
· How does the publication relate to other literature in the field? Does it confirm, add to, or challenge established knowledge?
· What are the strengths and weaknesses of the research?
Make sure the sources you use are credible, and make sure you read any landmark studies and major theories in your field of research.
You can use our template to summarize and evaluate sources you’re thinking about using. Click on either button below to download.
DISCUSSION 9 TAKE NOTES AND CITE YOUR SOURCES 
As you read, you should also begin the writing process. Take notes that you can later incorporate into the text of your literature review.
It is important to keep track of your sources with citations to avoid plagiarism. It can be helpful to make an annotated bibliography, where you compile full citation information and write a paragraph of summary and analysis for each source. This helps you remember what you read and saves time later in the process.
DISCUSSION 10 IDENTIFY THEMES, DEBATES, AND GAPS 
To begin organizing your literature review’s argument and structure, be sure you understand the connections and relationships between the sources you’ve read. Based on your reading and notes, you can look for:
· Trends and patterns (in theory, method or results): do certain approaches become more or less popular over time?
· Themes: what questions or concepts recur across the literature?
· Debates, conflicts and contradictions: where do sources disagree?
· Pivotal publications: are there any influential theories or studies that changed the direction of the field?
· Gaps: what is missing from the literature? Are there weaknesses that need to be addressed?
This step will help you work out the structure of your literature review and (if applicable) show how your own research will contribute to existing knowledge.
Example of trends and gaps
In reviewing the literature on social media and body image, you note that:
· Most research has focused on young women.
· There is an increasing interest in the visual aspects of social media.
· But there is still a lack of robust research on highly visual platforms like Instagram and Snapchat—this is a gap that you could address in your own research.
	Source information
	Research objective
	Problem or gap addressed
	Findings and conclusions
	Limitations or weaknesses

	Lahijan Branch (2016) - URL
	Development of effective learning strategies 
	EFL teachers focus on the wrong language skills
	EFL teachers can only help students once their learning difficulties have been identified
	Evaluated sources are possibly outdated



DISCUSSION 11 OUTLINE YOUR LITERATURE REVIEW’S STRUCTURE 
There are various approaches to organizing the body of a literature review. Depending on the length of your literature review, you can combine several of these strategies (for example, your overall structure might be thematic, but each theme is discussed chronologically).

Chronological
The simplest approach is to trace the development of the topic over time. However, if you choose this strategy, be careful to avoid simply listing and summarizing sources in order.

Try to analyze patterns, turning points and key debates that have shaped the direction of the field. Give your interpretation of how and why certain developments occurred.

Thematic
If you have found some recurring central themes, you can organize your literature review into subsections that address different aspects of the topic.

For example, if you are reviewing literature about inequalities in migrant health outcomes, key themes might include healthcare policy, language barriers, cultural attitudes, legal status, and economic access.

Methodological
If you draw your sources from different disciplines or fields that use a variety of research methods, you might want to compare the results and conclusions that emerge from different approaches. For example:

Look at what results have emerged in qualitative versus quantitative research
Discuss how the topic has been approached by empirical versus theoretical scholarship
Divide the literature into sociological, historical, and cultural sources
Theoretical
A literature review is often the foundation for a theoretical framework. You can use it to discuss various theories, models, and definitions of key concepts.

You might argue for the relevance of a specific theoretical approach, or combine various theoretical concepts to create a framework for your research.

Tip
Make sure to check out our examples of literature reviews for each type

[bookmark: _eegxd1jd5hvl]Literature Review
Definition: A literature review is a survey of scholarly sources on a specific topic. It provides a critical overview of current knowledge, allowing you to identify relevant theories, methods, and gaps in existing research. 

A literature review generally consists of the following parts:

I. Introduction
· The introduction should clearly establish the focus and purpose of the literature review, defining your topic and setting your scope. If there's anything you aren't planning to include in your analysis, mention it here.

	Example: Struggles with body image and appearance have been widely associated with media consumption, particularly in young women. While this topic has been widely studied, extant research has not quite caught up with emerging technologies, such as TikTok, and has mainly focused on mass media effects. This paper will examine the effects of newer technology, specifically in regards to instant sharing of images, and its effect on mental health of adolescents.   



II. Body
· The body should contain a summary and critical evaluation of each source, focusing on the research design and conclusion. You can structure your body in different ways:
· Chronological: traces the development of your topic over time
· Thematic: organizes discussion of your topic around central themes
· Methodological: analyzes the different takes various methodological approaches have had on your topic
· Theoretical: discusses how different theoretical perspectives come together in support of or against your research

	· Click here for example sentences
· Click here for examples of connecting words
· Click here for a template to summarize and evaluate your sources.



III. Conclusion
· In your conclusion, you should summarize the key findings you have taken from the literature and emphasize their significance to your topic, along with your overarching conclusions and avenues for future research. Be sure to clearly restate your topic and scope, so it's clear to your reader why the literature you reviewed is relevant to your research. 

	Example: Extant research has mainly focused on mass media consumption in its analysis of the effects of the relationship between media consumption and body image issues. While it has shown that a relationship certainly exists, it has not robustly shown how the advent of instant-sharing technologies like Instagram Stories and TikTok have affected the situation.



IV. Reference list
· The reference list contains a correct, full citation for each source that has been mentioned in the text. 

[bookmark: _bc1vzmoylp4n]Overview of example structure and sentences

	Aspect
	Example

	Topic sentence
Expresses the topic and central point of your paragraph
	Many studies have focused on the relationship between media consumption and body image issues.  

	Pivotal study
Influential study that influences the traditional research landscape for your topic 
	The relationship between media depictions and body image concerns is well-established. Analysis by Grabe, Ward and Hyde (2008) concluded that exposure to mass media is linked to body image dissatisfaction among women.

	Critical evaluation
Evaluate strengths and weaknesses of that study
	However, in an era of rapidly evolving digital technologies, the mass media paradigm is no longer sufficient for understanding how adolescents engage with images. The findings of older studies like this one likely do not apply to younger generations. 

	Theory
Introduce a new theory that offers a different perspective to the pivotal study
	In light of this, researchers have become increasingly interested in the specific effects of social media. Perloff (2014) theorizes that the interactive aspects of social media may influence its impact on body image, and mentions that young women are among the most active social media users. 

	Synthesis
Combine findings from research that supports the theory you've introduced 
	Several empirical studies have focused on Facebook usage in adolescent girls (Tiggemann & Slater, 2013; Meier & Gray, 2014) and in young adult women (Smith, Hames, & Joiner, 2013; Fardouly et al., 2015; Cohen, Newton-John & Slater, 2017.) Indeed, a systematic review by Holland and Timmerman (2016) confirmed a relationship between social networking and body image for both women and men. Across these studies, there is consistent evidence to suggest that body image issues are influenced not by social media usage in general, but by engagement with the visual and interactive aspects of these platforms. 

	Gap
Show where opportunities for further research exist, and how your research would fill those gaps
	Unfortunately, there is a lack of research on more visual-focused social media, such as Instagram and TikTok, which are more popular among younger generations. This paper will analyze the effects of instant photo and video sharing on these platforms on the perceptions of body image amongst adolescents. 



[bookmark: _mrs0byfpzvq]Examples of connecting words
It's often helpful to use a "point/counterpoint" structure, where you combine different points of view using connecting words to make your analysis flow better. 

Here are a few examples:
· However
· In light of 
· Nonetheless
· Contrary to 
· On the other hand
· In addition to
· Additionally	
· Of equal importance
· Further/Furthermore

DISCUSSION 12 DEVELOP A THESIS OR PURPOSE STATEMENT. 5 TYPES OF THESIS STATEMENTS
Write a one or two sentence statement summarizing the conclusion you have reached about the major trends and developments you see in the research that has been conducted on your subject.
· Templates for Writing Thesis Statements
This template provides a two-step guide for writing thesis statements. There is also a downloadable PDF version.
· 5 Types of Thesis Statements
Learn about five different types of thesis statements to help you choose the best type for your research. There is also a downloadable PDF version.
5 TYPES OF
THESIS STATEMENTS
What is a thesis statement?
A thesis statement identifies the main point or central idea of your paper.
Where should I put it?
In most, but not all, academic papers, your thesis will be explicitly stated in one or two sentences near the beginning of your paper.
Here are some examples of the most common thesis statements:
ARGUMENT: State a point of view and support it with evidence
Parts: Topic + position + reasons
Example: Volunteer tourism in southeast Asia [topic] should be more strictly regulated [position] to prevent economic, social, and cultural exploitation [reasons].
EVALUATION: Assess strengths and weaknesses
Parts: Evaluation + reasons
Example: Abraham Poincheval’s installation, Pierre, is a landmark in performance art [evaluation], not just because of its unique concept--a man living inside of a rock--but also because of the unique and deeply-felt responses it evokes from visitors of all ages [reasons].
ANALYSIS: Examine the components of a text, object, or idea, and discuss how these components work together
Parts: Component(s) + effect(s) they produce
Example: In Jane Eyre, the use of supernatural elements, mythic references, and fairy tale motifs [components] contribute to a sense of unease throughout the book, making a conventionally happy ending implausible [effect].
COMPARISON: Examine the similarities and differences of texts, objects, or ideas
Parts: Objects of comparison + conclusion
Example: A comparison of the mechanisms and outcomes of immunotherapy and chemotherapy [objects of comparison] shows that immunotherapies are more effective in treating cancer and cause fewer harmful side effects for cancer patients [conclusion].
CAUSE AND EFFECT: Focus on how actions or events contributed to specific outcomes
Parts: Cause(s) + effect(s)
Example: Many people believe the Great Depression was the result of the Stock Market Crash of 1929; however, the economic crisis in Canada [effect] was worsened by global trade agreements and government inaction [causes].
· 5 Questions to Strengthen Your Thesis Statement
Follow these five steps to strengthen your thesis statements. There is also a downloadable PDF version.
5 QUESTIONS TO STRENGTHEN
YOUR THESIS STATEMENT
Your thesis statement here:
1. Does my thesis directly relate to the assignment?
Assignment question:
Which theorist do you believe was most influential in shaping modern ideas about child development?
Does not answer the question:
Vygotsky, Piaget, and Erikson have all had an important influence in shaping modern ideas about child development.
Answers the question:
Among the many child development theorists, Vygotsky has been the most influential in shaping modern ideas about child
development because he developed the concept of the “zone of proximal development.”
2. Have I identified a specific topic? (is it manageable?)
Not specific enough:
Free trade agreements have served Canada well.
More specific:
The North American Free Trade Agreement should be considered a success for Canada because it has created jobs, increased
foreign investment, and lowered prices of everyday goods.
3. Is it actually an argument? (Could someone disagree with me?)
Not arguable (no one would disagree):
Watson and Crick discovered the structure of DNA in the 1950s.
Arguable:
Although Watson and Crick discovered the structure of DNA, the largely uncredited contributions of scientist Rosalind Franklin
were crucial to their success.
4. Does it answer the “so what” question?
Not clear why the argument matters:
Shoplifting is wrong.
(So what? Why should we care?)
Importance of the argument is clear:
Shoplifting has negative economic effects, not only for retailers, but also for innocent consumers.
(We should care because of the economic impact on retailers and consumers).
5. Have I indicated, either within the thesis or in a nearby sentence,
what the organization of the paper will be?
Thesis with no preview of organization:
This essay argues that the risks of privatizing Ontario’s public sector services outweigh the benefits.
Thesis with preview of organization:
This essay argues that the risks of privatizing Ontario’s public sector services outweigh the benefits. Specifically, I will show
how private corporations do not always act in the public interest, how privatization could limit the power of the province and
municipalities, and how privatization could lead to a decline in service quality and efficiency.


Discussion 13 Write your literature review
Like any other academic text, your literature review should have an introduction, a main body, and a conclusion. What you include in each depends on the objective of your literature review.
Introduction
The introduction should clearly establish the focus and purpose of the literature review.
TipIf you are writing the literature review as part of your dissertation or thesis, reiterate your central problem or research question and give a brief summary of the scholarly context. You can emphasize the timeliness of the topic (“many recent studies have focused on the problem of x”) or highlight a gap in the literature (“while there has been much research on x, few researchers have taken y into consideration”).
Body
Depending on the length of your literature review, you might want to divide the body into subsections. You can use a subheading for each theme, time period, or methodological approach.
As you write, you can follow these tips:
· Summarize and synthesize: give an overview of the main points of each source and combine them into a coherent whole
· Analyze and interpret: don’t just paraphrase other researchers—add your own interpretations where possible, discussing the significance of findings in relation to the literature as a whole
· Critically evaluate: mention the strengths and weaknesses of your sources
· Write in well-structured paragraphs: use transition words and topic sentences to draw connections, comparisons and contrasts
Conclusion
In the conclusion, you should summarize the key findings you have taken from the literature and emphasize their significance.
TipBe sure to show how your research addresses gaps and contributes new knowledge, or discuss how you have drawn on existing theories and methods to build a framework for your research.







How to Write an Abstract | Steps & Examples
Published on February 28, 2019 by Shona McCombes. Revised on September 14, 2022 by Eoghan Ryan.

An abstract is a short summary of a longer work (such as a thesis,  dissertation or research paper). The abstract concisely reports the aims and outcomes of your research, so that readers know exactly what your paper is about.
Although the structure may vary slightly depending on your discipline, your abstract should describe the purpose of your work, the methods you’ve used, and the conclusions you’ve drawn.
One common way to structure your abstract is to use the IMRaD structure. This stands for:
· Introduction
· Methods
· Results
· Discussion
Abstracts are usually around 100–300 words, but there’s often a strict word limit, so make sure to check the relevant requirements.
In a dissertation or thesis, include the abstract on a separate page, after the title page and acknowledgements but before the table of contents.
Abstract example
Hover over the different parts of the abstract to see how it is constructed.
Results and Discussion
The most relevant results are summarized and the conclusions are discussed.
Example: Humanities thesis abstract
This paper examines the role of silent movies as a mode of shared experience in the US during the early twentieth century. At this time, high immigration rates resulted in a significant percentage of non-English-speaking citizens. These immigrants faced numerous economic and social obstacles, including exclusion from public entertainment and modes of discourse (newspapers, theater, radio).
Incorporating evidence from reviews, personal correspondence, and diaries, this study demonstrates that silent films were an affordable and inclusive source of entertainment. It argues for the accessible economic and representational nature of early cinema. These concerns are particularly evident in the low price of admission and in the democratic nature of the actors’ exaggerated gestures, which allowed the plots and action to be easily grasped by a diverse audience despite language barriers.
Keywords: silent movies, immigration, public discourse, entertainment, early cinema, language barriers.

When to write an abstract
You will almost always have to include an abstract when:
· Completing a thesis or dissertation
· Submitting a research paper to an academic journal
· Writing a book proposal
· Applying for research grants
It’s easiest to write your abstract last, right before the proofreading stage, because it’s a summary of the work you’ve already done. Your abstract should:
· Be a self-contained text, not an excerpt from your paper
· Be fully understandable on its own
· Reflect the structure of your larger work
“Simple [stand-alone] literature review - A written document that critically reviews the relevant literature on a research topic, presenting a logical case that establishes a thesis delineating what is currently known about the subject.”

Lawrence Machi & Brenda McEvoy, The Literature Review: Six Steps to Success
Literature reviews do not have to be part of a larger research project. Sometimes you are asked to undertake a stand-alone (sometimes referred to as 'simple') literature review as an separate assignment. In such cases, the review should summarise, synthesise and evaluate existing knowledge on a specific topic and come to a conclusion about current understanding.
Structure of a stand-alone literature review
A stand-alone review has a similar structure to a standard essay:
· Introduction - Show how the topic of your review fits in with the wider field, indicate how you conducted the review (details about specific search strategies are not needed, more an overview of the process) and summarise your main findings about the literature.
· Main body - Analyse the literature, identifying themes, gaps in understanding and areas of disagreement.
· Conclusion - Summarise the main points and how they relate to each other. Restate your main findings in a bit more detail than you did in the introduction. Give any implications for the wider field.
[bookmark: essay]Essay vs stand-alone literature review
The main different between an essay and a literature review is that an essay is focused on answering a question through a series of arguments supported by the literature; whereas, in a stand-alone literature review the focus is on the literature itself—what it tells you, but also its reliability and quality.

Another important difference is that with an essay you have more freedom about choosing literature that supports the argument you are making.
With a literature review, it is far more important to make sure you are representing all aspects of the topic.
This is not to say you are not making your own argument - it is just that your argument is about what you think the literature shows.
https://libguides.hull.ac.uk/literaturereviews/standalone
Работа будет проверена на оригинальность.

· Работа с оригинальностью ниже 70% будет аннулирована,
· Работа с оригинальностью выше 70% при выявлении попытки технического обхода будет аннулирована.
The work will be checked for originality.

· Work with originality below 70% will be canceled,

· Work with originality above 70% will be canceled if an attempt is made to bypass it. Поэтому необходимо: to avoid plagiarism students should
· оформлять цитирование в соответствии с требованиями, • draw up citations in accordance with the requirements
· не осуществлять неправомерные заимствования из чужих текстов (плагиат), • do not carry out illegal borrowing from other people's texts (plagiarism)
· не осуществлять технических обходов для достижения высоких показателей оригинальности текста. • do not perform technical rounds to achieve high rates of text originality.

Параметры качества выполнения проекта • Essay assesment parameters
· the scope of the literature review (for example, the time period of your sources or some focus
· clearly stated objective and new insight drawn from the literature
· properly created structure
· providing a summary, synthesis and critical evaluation of the literature relevant to one’s specific research question or aim
· identifying patterns, consensus, inconsistencies, discrepancies, problems or gaps based on the body of literature

· creating sub-headings for the sections of the review
· including an analysis of the key themes, gaps in understanding, and points of disagreement between the different literature sources
· the ways of organizing of paragraphs
· rates of text originality

Schematic representation of a project evaluation

	area
	criteria
	portion

	the scope of the literature review
	properly created structure
	20%

	critical evaluation	of the literature
	providing a summary, synthesis and critical evaluation of the literature relevant to one’s specific research question or aim
	40%

	Is the literature review contribute something new to the topic
	identifying	patterns,	consensus, inconsistencies, discrepancies, problems or gaps based on the body of literature
	40%



Assessment policy

	Критерии оценивания и оценка в баллах
	Оценка
в баллах

	The structure of the essay



20
	originality 70 - 75% – 5

75-80% – 10

80-85% – 15

85% и выше – 20
	the scope of the literature review




20
	critical evaluation of the literature




40
	






80

	
	
100
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What Is Academic Writing?


 


Academic writing is a formal style of writing used in universities and scholarly publications. 


You’ll encounter it in journal articles and books on academic topics, and you’ll be 


expected 


to write your


 


essays


,


 


research papers


, and


 


dissertation


 


in academic style.


 


Academic writing follows the same


 


writing process


 


as other types of texts, but it has 
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Types of academic writing


 


Academics mostly write texts intended for publication, such as journal articles, reports, 


books, and chapters in edited collections. For students, the most common types of 


academic writi


ng assignments are listed below.


 


Type of academic text


 


Definition


 


Essay


 


A fairly short, self


-


contained argument, often using sources from a class in response to a question 


provided by an ins


tructor.


 


Research paper


 


A more in


-


depth investigation based on independent research, often in response to a question chosen by 


the student.


 


Thesis/dissertation


 


The large final research project undertaken at the end of a degree, usually on a topic of the student’s 


choice.


 


Research proposal


 


An outline of a pot


ential topic and plan for a future dissertation or research project.


 




https://www.scribbr.com/category/academ ic - writing/   Discussion   1    What Is Academic Writing?    What Is Academic Writing?   Academic writing is a formal style of writing used in universities and scholarly publications.  You’ll encounter it in journal articles and books on academic topics, and you’ll be  expected  to write your   essays ,   research papers , and   dissertation   in academic style.   Academic writing follows the same   writing process   as other types of texts, but it has  specific conventions in terms of content, structure and style.      Academic wri ting is… Formal and unbiased      Clear and precise      Focused and well structured      Well sourced      Correct and consistent      Acade mic writing is not… Personal      Long - winded      Emotive and grandiose   Discussion   2   Types of academic writing   Types of academic writing   Academics mostly write texts intended for publication, such as journal articles, reports,  books, and chapters in edited collections. For students, the most common types of  academic writi ng assignments are listed below.  

Type of academic text  Definition  

Essay  A fairly short, self - contained argument, often using sources from a class in response to a question  provided by an ins tructor.  

Research paper  A more in - depth investigation based on independent research, often in response to a question chosen by  the student.  

Thesis/dissertation  The large final research project undertaken at the end of a degree, usually on a topic of the student’s  choice.  

Research proposal  An outline of a pot ential topic and plan for a future dissertation or research project.  

